(FILE) Princess Purnika with her
beother Navayuvaraj Hridayendra,
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The cabinet also asked
the Ministry of Culture,
Toursm and Civil Aviation
to work on selection of a
wational Anthem to reploce

D the corcent  one.  The
Jofense The cabinet also amended  Ministry will consult litteratenrs,
inister, the law on Royal Househeld historians, eulture experts and
rentary  Expenditure, limiting the recipi- musicians to prepare the new
ndrep- ents of state facilities and  National Anthern,
5 repre-  allowinces 1o the king, quecn, (Contd on Pg 35)
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. Dr Sanduk Ruit...
»  Contd from pg 1 selected for the award this
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amidst  a |

i iime are Arvind Kejrival

¢ Mahezh Chandra  India, Ek Sonn Chan -
Regmi and Bharat Dutt Cambodia, Park Won Soon

4  Foirala are the other twa = south Korea and Bugenia

¢ Nepalese to have received Duran Apostol and Antonko

. the Magsaysay award, for  Meloto - Fhilippines

v their contribution in the They will be presented

% felds of research and jour-  the awards

x  nalizm respectively. ceremony in Manila on

- Besides Ruit, the others  AUgUSt 3L

1

Prinied simuliateowsly In Kathmardu, Biratnagar and Bhasatper
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'Dr Sanduk Ruit wins

Magsaysay award

[ BY SANGEETA RIIAL

The mian wha mave eyvesight to
millhons in Nepal and in other
parts of the developing world
has finally been spodted by the
selection body of one of the
world's  most  prestigious
awards,

Dr Sanduk Ruit, medical
director of Til Ganga Eye
Hogpital, has won the
rencwried Magsaysay award,
becoming the third Nepali to
pecomplish the feat.

Ruik Tsas been sebected for
e Magsaysay International
Peace and Understanding
Award for his contribation in
introducing cost effective eye
technology beneficial especial-
Iy to poorer patients in devel-
oping countries. Ruit is a pio-
neer In the development of
modern eataract Srgery in
Mepal,

"Iv's great that such a big
internotional ~ body  has
acknowledped Nepal's effec-
five and qualitative serviee,”
D Ruit told the Post after win-
ning the award, "I hope this
award will burndsh the image
af Nepal.”

Visibly happy and con-
tended  after bagging  the
Magsaysay == dubbed Asia's
Hobel Prize - Roit =aid it took
nearly five years for him and
Tis team to prove to the world
that their work was of great
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with severs  objections in
Mepal, But slowly it won the
e lmeks of g crities ng it won
ihe hearts of millions of

Nepalis, who regained their
eyvesipht with its help.

"Tt was thus introduced in
ather developing countries for
the benefit of poorer patients,”
Sanduk saicd.

The technigue and the cost
pffsetive lenges are today used
widely pmong the murl oom-
munities  in  Africa,  South
Amerton, Thailand, Bhutan,
Myanmar, Cambodia, Ching,
the Pacific islamds, Bangladesh,
India and Pakistan,

Ruit i prometing his
pxpertise in modern cataracel

i

It's great that

such a big inter-
national body has
acknowledged
Nepal's effective
and qualitative
service

— Dr Ruit

In the 16808, mare than 70
percent of the blind in Nepal
were suffering from cataract.
The cost of intra ocukar lenses
used for cotAract Sungery was
very high == about US$100 per
lens== which was beyond the
reach of poor Nepalis. Dr Ruit
took the imitiative, with the
Fred Hellgws Foundation, i
manufacture these lenses
locally for about &4. And his

...... sl mad ils  catoroet

surgery through the Waorld
Health Organization, the
International  Agency for
Prevention of Blindness and
the Americitn Academy of
Ophthalmology.

Barn in Olangehunggela
in Taplejung, one of the
refnotest areps in eastern
MNepal, in 1954, Dr Buit
completed  his  Residency
in Ophthalmology at the
Al Tndin Institute of
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Govt asks
UN mis-

sionto
extend stay

[ BY TILAK P. POKHRAREL
EATHMAMDIL P S)
As the government and the
Magists haven't been able to
peach o common understanding
on the kind of support they will
seek from the UM, the govern-
ment Monday requested the
high-level UN mission currently
in Nepal to extend its =ty

Druring his meeting with the
UM mission, Depaty FPrime
Minister Amik  Sherchan
requested the mission to extend
its stay in Hepal so that the gov-
ernment and the Maoists may
have more time o agree on o
common understanding,

* *They repeated that [three-
day ultimatum given Ty the
team yesterday to the govern-
ment and the Masists o come
ap with a commen understand
ing on arms] even today, warmn=
ing that they should return
|emp:3.-—1mnﬂurii if nothing
comes up within this period,”
Sherchan told the Post, after
holding a meeting with the
L.

He said he will talk to the
prime minister and the ather
parties bo condentrate on the
UN ultimatum, setting aside all
prescheduled  programs  for
LomorTow.

Upset about dillydallying on
the part of the government and
the Maoists towards coming up




